
 

NAPR_SWMU_3_DNER_CZMA_OUTLET _1_2_RTCS_10DEC15_FINAL.DOCX 1 OF 3 

T E C H N I C A L  M E M O R A N D U M   
 
CH2M Response to Puerto Rico Coastal Zone Management 
Program Request For Additional Information for 404 Joint 
Application Permit for Outlet #1 and #2 at Area1, SWMU 3 on 
Naval Activity Puerto Rico, Ceiba, Puerto Rico 

Rose Ortiz / CZMP 

Marisol Rivera / CZMP 
Stacin Martin / NAVFAC LANT 
 

Taylor Sword / AGVIQ Tom 
Beisel / CH2M HILL 

PREPARED BY: Rich Reaves / CH2M  
Jonathan Grimes / CH2M 

DATE: December 10, 2015 
PROJECT: JM01 SWMU 3 Area 1 Outlet #1 and #2 

 
This technical memorandum (TM) is a reply to Department of Puerto Rico Coastal Zone Management Program 
(CZMP), Land Use Planning Subprogram review comments provided on November 17th, 2015 regarding the CH2M 
joint permit application (JPA # 1447) submitted on behalf of Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Atlantic, 
Southeast (NAVFAC) for the proposed project: Solid Waste Management Unit 3 Stormwater Outlets. The 
proposed project is located at Forestal Drive, Naval Activities Puerto Rico, Municipality of Ceiba, Puerto Rico. The 
application has been assigned U.S Army Corps of Engineers number SAJ-2015-03439 (SP-CGR) and CZMP number 
CZ-2016-1023-027. The CZMP’s specific comments and CH2M’s replies are presented below. 

1.   CZMP Letter Comment:   According to available information in our Geographic Information System, the 
proposed sites for the 'outfalls construction are considered as critical habitat for endangered and     
protected marine species. Therefore, more detailed information must be submitted to address the following 
concerns: 

a)   CZMP Letter Comment:   According to information provided in the Memorandum (page 1), sea grasses 
within the area may be relocated. Clarify if this action would be part of the project at reference and 
provide specific information about location of the sea grasses to be removed; proposed site for their 
relocation; amount of impact in square meters and proposed mitigation for this impact. 

CH2M Response:  Attached Seagrasses would be removed only from the area of disturbance (the area 
within the silt fencing) at each location.  At present, it is not known just how much seagrass would be 
relocated from each site, as the distribution of these plants is dynamic due to the surf energy and the 
potential for large storms to alter the sea bottom.  Based on conditions at the time of site evaluation, up to 
400 square feet of sea grass would be relocated at Outlet 1 and up to 1,500 square feet of sea grass would 
be relocated at Outlet 2.  This quantities stated above assumes the 100% coverage of sea grass at the time 
of construction, which is not anticipated based observed conditions.  

The proposed mitigation is to relocate seagrass plugs from within the area of disturbance to nearby areas 
of comparable depth where no seagrass is evident.  This mitigation approach has been approved by 
National Marine Fisheries Habitat Conservation Division for other work at NAPR that resulted in small 
direct impacts to sea grasses and has been submitted for National Marine Fisheries Habitat Conservation 
Division review for this project.  
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COPY TO: 
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b)   CZMP Letter Comment:   The proposed outfalls are located within the green sea turtle and hawksbill sea 
turtle habitat. Provide information about possible impacts, avoidance and mitigation measures. 

CH2M Response:  No suitable nesting habitat for either the hawksbill sea turtle or green sea turtle occurs 
at either proposed outlet location.  Site selection avoided areas where these species may nest.  No direct 
impacts to either species would result, as these species would not be present in the area of disturbance for 
construction of the outlets.   

There are no coral reefs at or near either proposed outlet location.  The construction and operation of the 
outlets would not affect foraging habitat for the hawksbill sea turtle.  No direct, indirect, or cumulative 
impacts to the hawksbill sea turtle would occur.  A determination of no affect for this species has been 
submitted to the NOAA Marine Fisheries Protected Resources Division. 

No direct or cumulative impacts to the green sea turtle would occur. Very minor indirect impacts to this 
species could occur as a result of minimal reduction to seagrass, which is the primary diet for the green sea 
turtle, which could result from operation of the proposed outlets (halo effect discussed above).  Based on 
the expected minor impacts to the food base for this species, determination of may affect, not likely to 
adversely affect the green sea turtle has been submitted to the NOAA Marine Fisheries Protected 
Resources Division and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has concurred 
with this determination (see attached letter) and determined that Section 7 consultation with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service is complete for this project.  The mitigation proposed is the relocation of sea grass 
from the area of disturbance. 

  

2.   CZMP Letter Comment:   Provide information about the expected water flow that would be discharged trough 
each outfall and possible impacts of the rainwater discharge in the marine habitat. The continuous flow of 
rainwater may alter natural conditions in the marine habitat. 

CH2M Response:  Responses are as follows: 

Rainwater Flow – Rainwater flow discharging from each outlet will not be continuous but rather intermittent 
with rain events.  Prior to the cap construction of the landfill, any runoff from the landfill would have been 
episodic and concentrated, occurring only as stormwater pooled and eventually overtopped the perimeter 
road, which separates the waste landfill area from the ocean.  The topography and the perimeter road 
would have prevented sheet flow to the ocean in landfill’s original condition.  The design for the landfill’s 
closure design requires a 1 x 10-5 cm/sec clay cap that is 1.5 feet thick to prevent precipitation from 
infiltrating through waste to the watershed or into the aquifer.  Because this cap will be a barrier to 
precipitation, no landfill contaminates will be transported from the landfill to nearshore waters. However 
this precipitation will be shed through the site’s engineered, stormwater conveyance system.  The landfill 
cap will be vegetated to prevent energy in precipitation and runoff from damaging the cap.  No 
appreciable sediment load would be expected in the runoff.  This natural precipitation will flow off the 
landfill cap into the stormwater conveyance system, and through the two outfalls into the nearshore 
waters.  There would be no interaction with precipitation and any materials, including potential 
contaminants, in the waste disposal area and only clean run-off would enter the nearshore waters. 

Impacts on marine habitat - The rainwater discharge would not be continuous, but only in response to 
precipitation events.  Based on discussions with Mr. Jose Rivera (NMFS Habitat Protection Division) and 
Mr. Felix Lopez (USFWS) at the November 4, 2015 Interagency, it is expected that there would be a small 
halo effect from freshwater input in the immediate area of the outlets that would reduce the amount of 
seagrass.  Mr. Lopez and Mr. Rivera indicated the expected extent of this halo effect would be 
approximately 30 feet from the proposed point of discharge, based on what has been observed at other 
freshwater discharges in Puerto Rico.  The change at Outlet 1 from survey conditions would be minimal, as 
only scattered clumps of seagrass occurred within 30 feet of the proposed discharge location.  A greater 
amount of seagrass could be displaced at Outlet 2, although the deeper water and higher-energy surf zone 
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could offset some of the halo effect.  No other impacts to the marine habitat would be expected from the 
operation of the stormwater outlets. 

  

3.   CZMP Letter Comment:   Provide one (1) copy of any additional information required by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

CH2M Response:  This information is provides as attached as two separate CH2M Technical Memorandums 
dated 24 November 2015 and 09 December 2015 to address two separate requests from the USACE. 

 

4.   CZMP Letter Comment:   Fill in blocks 8-10 and provide the signature of the project agent if the NAVY has one 
for this project. 

CH2M Response:  This information is provided in the attachment referenced in Number 3. 

 

5.   CZMP Letter Comment:   Provide the signature of the applicant or agent in block 27. 

CH2M Response:  This information is provided in the attachment referenced in Number 3. 
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T E C H N I C A L  M E M O R A N D U M   
 
CH2M Response to USACE Comments for 404 Joint Application 
Permit for Outlet #1 and #2 at Area1, SWMU 3 on Naval 
Activities Puerto Rico, Ceiba, Puerto Rico 

Gisela Roman / USACE, Antilles 
Section

Stacin Martin / NAVFAC LANT 
Taylor Sword / AGVIQ 

Tom Beisel / CH2M HILL 

PREPARED BY: Rich Reaves / CH2M  
Jonathan Grimes / CH2M 

DATE: November 24, 2015 
PROJECT: JM01 SWMU 3 Area 1 Outlet #1 and #2 

 
This technical memorandum (TM) is a reply to Department of Army Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers 
Antilles Office (Corps) review comments provided on November 3rd (letter) and 4th (interagency meeting), 2015 
regarding the CH2M joint permit application (JPA # 1447) submitted on behalf of Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command, Atlantic, Southeast (NAVFAC) for the proposed project: Solid Waste Management Unit 3 Stormwater 
Outlets. The proposed project is located at Forestal Drive, Naval Activities Puerto Rico, Municipality of Ceiba, 
Puerto Rico. The application has been assigned number SAJ-2015-03439 (SP-CGR). The Corps’ specific comments 
and CH2M’s replies are presented below. 

1.   Corps Letter Comment:   a. Complete items 8 -10 of permit application. 

CH2M Response:  Attached is a letter from Stacin Martin (NAVFAC Navy Technical Representative) stating that 
the Navy does not have authorized agents, but relies upon the expertise of its consultants (CH2M) to 
interact with the regulatory community on the Navy’s behalf to provide information necessary to obtain 
permits and to make clear that the Navy and its construction contractors understand what is required to 
comply with those permits.  For this application, the expert to contact with questions is: 

Rich Reaves, Ph.D., CEP 
Senior Ecologist 
6600 Peachtree Dunwoody Rd 
400 Embassy Row, Suite 600 
Atlanta, GA  30328 
1 (678) 530-4285 Direct 
1 (770) 827-5186 Mobile 
 richard.reaves@ch2m.com  

2.   Corps Letter Comment:   b. Complete the corresponding space for your authorized agent name on item 11. 

CH2M Response:  Attached is a letter from Stacin Martin (NAVFAC Navy Technical Representative) stating that 
the Navy does not have authorized agents, but relies upon the expertise of its consultants (CH2M) to 
interact with the regulatory community on the Navy’s behalf to provide information necessary to obtain 
permits and to make clear that the Navy and its construction contractors understand what is required to 
comply with those permits.  For this application, the expert to contact with questions is: 

Rich Reaves, Ph.D., CEP 
Senior Ecologist 
6600 Peachtree Dunwoody Rd 

PREPARED FOR: 

COPY TO: 

mailto:richard.reaves@ch2m.com
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400 Embassy Row, Suite 600 
Atlanta, GA  30328 
1 (678) 530-4285 Direct 
1 (770) 827-5186 Mobile 
 richard.reaves@ch2m.com  

3.   Corps Letter Comment:   c. Provide the coordinates for location of proposed project as required on item 15 of 
permit application. 

CH2M Response:  The following coordinates (provided in WGS 84 Datum) provide the location data for each 
location: 

Outlet #1 - 18o13'4.90"N; 65o36"22.47"W 

Outlet #2 - 18o13'17.54"N; 65o36'20.24"W 

4.   Corps Letter Comment:   d. Provide additional information such as dimensions of proposed concrete outlet 
structures and rip-rap apron on outlet #1 and describe proposed work to install the proposed four pipes, 
gabions end wall and gabion mattress including dimensions. A description of construction method, indicating 
whether temporary fill is required on waters of the U.S. and the surface area (in acres) temporary impacted 
as well as indicate temporary disposal site for fill and/or dredged material. You stated that approximately 22 
cubic yards of seafloor will be excavated, please provide a description of the excavation method, including 
the equipment to be used, indicate the excavated material disposal site, and the area of excavation in acres. 

CH2M Response:  The proposed dimensions, quantities and construction method of the outlets are as follows: 

Outlet #1: 
Conveyance pipe – One (1), approximately 200 lineal feet of 30-inch round concrete pipe is planned for 
stormwater conveyance use at Outlet #1 with none of this pipe to be in jurisdictional waters. 

Concrete outlet structure – A concrete outlet structure will be installed that is 7.0 feet wide x 5.42 feet 
high x 2.17 feet deep at the base tapering to 0.83 feet at the top (see attached Detail 6 on Sheet C-10). 
Approximately, 1.5 feet of bottom portion of the concrete outlet structure will be constructed below 
grade for foundation purposes. None of the concrete outlet structure will be in jurisdictional waters. 

Riprap apron – A trapezoidal-shaped, riprap apron will be installed that is 13 feet (at the outlet 
structure) to 20 feet (at the seaward edge) wide to 20 foot long and underlain with geotextile fabric 
(see Figure 4).  Approximately 0.0092 acres (37 square meters [SM] or 400 square feet [SF]) and 15 
cubic yards (CY; 42 cubic meters [CM]) will be in jurisdictional waters. 

Construction – An excavator, wheel loader, bulldozer, compactor, skidsteer, telehandler, and dump 
trucks are planned for the construction of Outlet #1.  Geotextile, rip rap material, round concrete pipe, 
concrete endwall and silt fence are materials planned for the construction of Outlet #1.  Prior to 
excavation in jurisdictional waters, marine habitat (sea grasses and sea-floor substrate) will be 
relocated, as described in the application. Excavation is expected to require mechanical and manual 
removal. Next silt fence will be installed by mechanical and/or manual means depending on work 
conditions (see attached Figure 4 and Detail 4 on Sheet C-10). Excavated material will be reused within 
the permitted area of the Area 1 construction activities. All heavy, construction equipment will be 
operating within erosion & sediment control (E&SC) measures outlined in the approved stormwater 
pollution prevention plan (SWP3), design and project specifications. All heavy, construction equipment 
will be operating outside of jurisdictional waters with the only excavator buckets operating within 
jurisdictional waters.  A refueling locations will be designated with spill containment equipment on the 
access road away from jurisdictional waters. 

Post Construction – None of the conveyance pipe or concrete outlet structure will be constructed or 
placed within regulated waters or result in the invert of the pipes being below the annual high-tide 

mailto:richard.reaves@ch2m.com
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elevation that could result in intermittent tidal backflow through the conveyance pipe and into the 
detention swale constructed as part of the landfill cap (see Figure 4). 

Outlet #2: 

Conveyance pipes – Four, approximately 80 lineal feet of 24-inch, PVC conveyance pipe is planned for 
stormwater conveyance use at Outlet #2 with none of this conveyance pipe to be in jurisdictional 
waters. 

Gabions end wall - A terraced, gabion end wall structure will be installed that is 18.0 feet wide at the 
base  to 10.0 feet wide at the top x 6.75 feet high at the headwall end to 2.75 feet at the outlet end x 
8.0 feet deep at the base to 4.0 feet at the top (see attached Figure 5). Approximately 0.75 feet will be 
constructed below grade for foundation purposes. None of this concrete outlet structure will be 
constructed in jurisdictional waters. 

Gabion mattress - A gabion mattress will be installed that is 18.0 feet wide x 18.0 foot long and 
underlain with geotextile fabric (see attached Figure 5).  Approximately, 0.0344 acres (139 SM or 1,500 
SF) and 56 CY (42 CM) of the gabion end wall and mattress will be in jurisdictional waters. 

Construction - An excavator, wheel loader, bulldozer, compactor, skidsteer, telehandler, and dump 
trucks are planned for the construction of Outlet #2.  Geotextile, wood (concrete forms), gabion 
baskets, screened rock for gabion baskets, PVC conveyance pipe, flowable fill, and silt fence are 
materials planned for the construction of Outlet #2.  Prior to excavation in jurisdictional waters, marine 
habitat (sea grasses, soft coral, sea-floor substrate) will be relocated. Next silt fence will be installed by 
mechanical and/or manual means depending on work conditions (see attached Figure 5 and Detail 4 on 
Sheet C-10). Excavation is expected to require mechanical and manual removal.  Excavated material 
will be reused within the permitted area of the Area 1 construction activities. All heavy, construction 
equipment will be operating within E&SC measures outlined in the SWP3, design and project 
specifications. All heavy, construction equipment will be operating outside of jurisdictional waters with 
the only excavator buckets operating within jurisdictional waters.  A refueling locations will be 
designated with spill containment equipment on the access road away from jurisdictional waters. 

Post Construction – While the conveyance pipes and gabion structures will not be constructed or placed 
within regulated waters, except as noted above, the elevation of the pipes will result in the invert of the 
pipes being below the annual high-tide elevation.  This will result in intermittent tidal backflow 
upgradient through the conveyance pipes and into the detention swale constructed as part of the 
landfill cap (see Figure 5). 

5.   Corps Letter Comment:   e. Revised plan view and cross-section drawings (Figures 4 and 5) and outlet #1 and 
#2 plans) showing both: the high tide and the mean high tide lines regarding proposed works. 

CH2M Response:  Figure 4 (Outlet #1) and Figure 5 (Outlet #2) have been revised showing both the annual 
high tide and the mean high tide elevations. 

6.   Corps Letter Comment:   f. The proposed silt fence would impact waters of the U.S. based on Figure 4 and 
outlet #2 plan. Please provide a description of proposed fence, dimensions and construction method. 

CH2M Response:  Silt fencing will constitute temporary fill in regulated waters. Silt fence will be installed by 
mechanical and/or manual means depending on work conditions (see attached Figure 4, Figure 5 and 
Detail 4 on Sheet C-10) and will be less than 3 feet beyond the construction footprint of the outlets. Silt 
fence will be installed 0.5 feet below the sea-floor in an anchor trench per Detail 4 on Sheet C-10. For 
Outlet #1 the silt fence dimensions will be approximately 26 feet wide by 23 feet long within jurisdictional 
waters. For Outlet #2 the silt fence dimensions will be approximately 24 feet wide by 18 feet long within 
jurisdictional waters. Excavated material will be reused as general fill within the permitted area of the 
Area 1 construction activities. The silt fencing will be removed at the completion of construction. 
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T E C H N I C A L  M E M O R A N D U M   
 
CH2M Response to USACE Comments for 404 Joint Application 
Permit for Outlet #1 and #2 at Area 1, SWMU 3 on Naval 
Activity Puerto Rico, Ceiba, Puerto Rico 

Gisela Roman / USACE Antilles 
Section 

Sindulfo Castillo / USACE Antilles Section 

Stacin Martin / NAVFAC LANT 
Taylor Sword / AGVIQ 

Tom Beisel / CH2M HILL 

PREPARED BY: Rich Reaves / CH2M  
Jonathan Grimes / CH2M 

DATE: December 9, 2015 
PROJECT: JM01 SWMU 3 Area 1 Outlet #1 and #2 

 
This technical memorandum (TM) is a reply to Department of Army Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers 
Antilles Office (Corps) review comments provided on December 4th, 2015 regarding the CH2M joint permit 
application (JPA # 1447) submitted on behalf of Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Atlantic, Southeast 
(NAVFAC) for the proposed project: Solid Waste Management Unit 3 Stormwater Outlets. The proposed project is 
located at Forestal Drive, Naval Activities Puerto Rico, Municipality of Ceiba, Puerto Rico. The application has been 
assigned number SAJ-2015-03439 (SP-CGR). The Corps’ specific comments and CH2M’s replies are presented 
below. 

1.   Corps Letter Comment:   After reviewing the information submitted, we found that it still lacks of necessary 
information to accept your permit application as completed and continue with the review process for the 
reference project. Please furnish this office the following information: 

a. For both proposed outlets, you stated that prior to excavation marine habitat (seagrasses and seafloor) 
will be relocated. Please show in the plan view drawing: the marine habitat areas to be relocated, 
indicate the amount (in acres) and show the relocation sites. 

CH2M Response:  Mitigation Proposed through Relocation of Seagrasses - If attached Seagrasses occur within 
the areas of disturbance, these plants would be removed from the area of disturbance (the area within the 
silt fencing) at each location and relocated to nearby areas.  In addition, any seagrass within 5 feet of the 
end of the energy dissipation apron also would be removed.  Seagrasses would be relocated nearby open 
areas within larger seagrass patches.  The locations would be selected based on conditions at the time of 
the relocation, as discussed further below for each outlet.  At present, it is not known just how much 
seagrass would be relocated from each site, as the distribution of these plants is dynamic due to the surf 
energy and the potential for large storms to alter the sea bottom.  The discussions provided below identify 
the maximum area of disturbance below the high tide elevation and the relative abundance of sea grass at 
the time of survey. 

Outlet 1 

The maximum area of disturbance at Outlet 1, to include the full area enclosed by silt fencing below the high 
tide elevation, is 400 square feet. At the time of survey, no seagrass was within the proposed area of 
disturbance (See Figure 1).  There is a small area of seagrass just beyond the area that would be 
encompassed by the silt fence, encompassing approximately 50 square feet but with less than 100% cover 
that likely would be within the freshwater halo effect area.  This patchy seagrass would be relocated.   

PREPARED FOR: 

COPY TO: 
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Because the growth of seagrasses is dynamic, it is possible that there would be seagrasses within the area of 
disturbance at the time the work is done.  The maximum potential amount of seagrasses that would be 
relocated would be less than the 400square feet within the disturbance area, as the area nearest the tide 
high tide elevation would not support seagrasses.  It also is possible that the seagrass patch just outside 
the silt fence would be larger or smaller at the time the work is done.  Based on the maximum disturbance 
footprint, the potential maximum area of seagrass that would be relocated at Outlet 1 is 0.001 ac (450 
square feet).  

Prior to commencing work, a seagrass survey will be completed and any seagrasses within the areas identified 
above would be relocated.  The relocations would be to the immediately adjacent area, but more than 30 
feet from the edge of the energy dissipation apron (see figure 1).  Open areas within the existing seagrass 
bed in this area would be selected for relocation.  A proposed relocation area is shown on the attached 
Outlet 1 Seagrass Relocation figure.  However, depending on natural growth of seagrasses, this area may 
have to be moved laterally to reach a location with open patches at the time of work. 

Outlet 2 

The maximum area of disturbance at Outlet 1, to include the full area enclosed by silt fencing below the high 
tide elevation, is 1,500 square feet. At the time of survey, no seagrass was within the proposed area of 
disturbance (See Figure 2). The nearest seagrass to the edge of the proposed energy dissipation apron was 
more than 6 feet away.  Because of the nature of the proposed area of disturbance, which is a shallow 
high energy surf zone above a protecting ring of historically placed rock, it is unlikely of sea grass would 
grow here.  It is not expected that any seagrass would be relocated at Outlet 2.  However, based on the 
maximum disturbance footprint, the potential maximum area of seagrass that would be relocated at 
Outlet 2 is 0.034 ac (1500 square feet). 

However, prior to commencing work, a seagrass survey will be completed and any seagrasses within the area 
of disturbance or within 5 feet of the silt fence would be relocated, if possible. It likely will not be possible 
to relocate seagrass growing between large placed rocks, as the rhizomes will likely be damaged by 
moving the rocks.  The relocations would be to the immediately adjacent area, but more than 30 feet from 
the edge of the energy dissipation apron (see Figure 2).  Open areas within the existing seagrass bed in this 
area would be selected for relocation.  Proposed relocation areas are shown on the attached Outlet 2 
Seagrass Relocation figure.  However, depending on natural growth of seagrasses, these areas may have 
to be moved laterally to reach a location with open patches at the time of work, if relocation is necessary.  

 
b. Indicate if temporary fill is required on waters of the U.S., including wetlands to perform work. 

CH2M Response:  The only temporary fill that is the silt fence surrounding the work areas which is anticipated 
to be less than one (1) cubic yard at each outlet location.  This temporary fill will be removed upon 
completion of work. 

 
c. Provide a plan view drawing showing proposed location of staging areas to place equipment, construction 

materials, and excavated material. 

CH2M Response:  Attached is Figure 3 for Outlet #1 and Figure 4 for Outlet #2 showing the temporary staging 
areas for equipment, construction materials and excavated material. These staging areas are within the 
authorized area for the landfill cap for SWMU 3.  Permanent disposition of excavated material that is 
not reused in the excavation will be used a general fill within the Area 1 landfill footprint of SWMU 3. 
Area 1 has silt fence to prevent runoff from the landfill area and is in compliance with site E&SC BMPs.  

 
d. Indicate whether the excavated material will be temporarily contained in an upland area and if the run-off 

waters from this material would return to waters of the U.S., including wetlands as this action is also 
regulated by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 
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CH2M Response:  The excavated material will be temporarily staged in the construction area as shown on 
Figure 4 and 5, and will be used as trench backfill after the pipes are placed.  This temporary staging 
area will have silt fence and will comply with site E&SC BMPs.  Any excavated material that is not used 
as excavation backfill will be used a general fill within the Area 1 landfill footprint of SWMU 3. Area 1 
has silt fence to prevent runoff from the landfill area and is in compliance with site E&SC BMPs. 

 
2.   Corps Letter Comment:   Although compliance with other federal laws is not required at this moment to 

accept your permit application as complete, it will be necessary during the review process of your permit 
application. As discussed during the interagency meeting, please inform us about the status of Navy 
consultations with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act and 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) with the State Historic and Preservation Office 
for the proposed project. Please provide evidence to support your response. 

CH2M Response:  We provided letters opening initial coordination/consultation with US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Endangered Species Act Consultation), NOAA Marine Fisheries Protected Resources Division 
(Endangered Species Act Consultation), and NOAA Marine Fisheries Habitat Conservation Division 
(Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act) with initial application package.  On 
December 4, 2015, your office was copied on a concurrence from US Fish and Wildlife Service with the 
Navy’s determinations regarding Endangered Species Act consultation, including a statement that the 
consultation is now complete. We have provided additional information to Dr. Lisamarie Carrubba with 
NOAA Marine Fisheries Protected Resources Division in response to an email request received on 
December 1, 2015, and they are reviewing the Endangered Species Act determination.  Mr. Jose Rivera, 
with NOAA Marine Fisheries Habitat Conservation Division, has indicated he will not respond regarding 
Essential Fish Habitat per the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act until after 
receipt of the USACE announcement of the project. 

The U.S. Navy letter to SHPO requesting concurrence with a no effect determination with regard to historic 
properties was provided with the initial Additional Information Request Response Submittal.  At this time 
the U.S. navy has received neither a request for additional information nor a response. 

Additional agency responses will be provided as they are received. 
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